Native Plums (Prunus)

of
Gloucestershire

by
Charles Martdll

The Gloucestershire Plum Collection
A reference collection of the prunus varieties documented below is kept at
Hunts Court, Dymock



BLAISDON RED PLUM




Drawn record:

Synonym: Blaisdon

Ref: David Bennett,Walter Grey 1993 and many others (personal
communications). Humphrey Phelps: The Forest in Old Photographs A
Second Selection Alan Sutton 1984. Ray Williams (personal
communication) 1993. Martin Crawford: Plums, Production, Culture and
Cultivar Directory 1996 Agroforestry Research Trust. Jasper Ely
(personal communication) 1996. Bill Swinley: Gloucestershire Orchard
Group Newdletter March 2003

Satus: Extant and still quite common locally in the east of the Forest of
Dean.

Provenance: Dicovered by John Dowding (1805-1896) who lived at Tan
House, Blaisdon during the latter part of the 1800s. Collected for
propagation in the Gloucestershire Plum Collection from Cyprus Cottage,
Walmer Hills, Minsterworth.

Date: Discovered mid to late1800s presumably. Collected for
propagation 2004.

Use: Culinary and dessert.

Description: 12" September 1995 (alate sample) Season late August to
early September. Mid to late flowering season. Self fertile.

Fruit: Elongated with protrusion at stem end. 44-50mm long, 33-36mm
wide.



stem: 11-15mm long, 1.5mm thick up to 2mm at abscission point, green
with tan lenticels.

stem basin: narrow and shallow in araised protruberance.

eye basin: very shallow or absent.

suture: distinct. Skin light liver with bloom which is easily rubbed off.
Many small indistinct pale lenticels present.

flesh: firm, sweet but not insipid, with pleasant tang. Partial clingstone.
leaf: Stalk 18-22mm, blade 75-95mm long 43-53mm wide. Obovate, tip
acute or acuminate, base tapering. Serrations mostly absent, replaced
giving a scalloped edge. Cupped. Pubescent on under surface. On many
trees the borders of the leaves are yellow, possible due to virus infection.
Notes: Originated in the village of Blaisdon. Was used for jam-making
until the jam factories made use of freezing. It aso declined when the
price of picking rose allowing cheaper imports to dominate. It was also
made into wine and an East European style liqueur by local people. The
treeisaprolific fruiter, upright and disease resistant particularly against
silver leaf. The fruit tendsto ripen al at once in August. The life span of
the treeis 50-60 years. In blind tastings carried out by Captain Swinley in
Flaxley, it is often as popular asthe Victoria, even though it differs. The
tree suckersinto athicket if left and if no sheep have been grazing.
Propagations may be made from these suckers.

Blaisdon Reds grafted onto Pruin suckers produce less fruit but of a better
quality. Blaisdons arn t good for grafting onto as they have athin cortex.
An orchard of 365 Blaisdon plum trees was planted in Goose Lane,
Walmer Hill in 1897 to commemorate Queen Victorias jubilee. It is
named the Jubilee Orchard and there are still afew trees|eft.

In the early 1990s a bagpipe maker was offering £15 each for Blaisdon
plum trees.

In different areas the plums ripen at different times, for example Blaisdon
plums growing in Dymock ripen and fall about 2 weeks later than those at
Walmer Hills.

Jasper Ely reported that Blaisdon Reds (and elm trees) grown on the
saltwater flood plain outgrew those on unflooded land.



BRISTOL PLUM

Drawn record:



Ref: Sidney Hewlett, Frank Gibson and Robert Wellington (personal
communications) 1998.

Satus: Extant at Rodley and Bollow.

Provenance: Only known at the above 2 sites. Collected from Rodley
Court for propagation in the Gloucestershire Plum Collection.

Date: First collected for propagation 1998.

Use: Dessert.

Description: 23" August 1998.

fruit: Ovate, 45-47mm long, 39-40mm wide,

stem: 10-12mm long, 2-3mm thick russetted tan. Stem basin narrow and
shallow. Eye basin shallow or absent. Suture shallow, distinct.

Skin colour salmon darkening to red. Lenticels pale distinct, dark areolar.
Thin bloom.

flesh: Yellowy green. Pleasant sweet flavour without being insipid.
Clingstone

leaf: Stalk 27mm,blade 70mm long 48mm wide.

notes: Thisplumissimilar in appearanc to a Victoria and was often sold
as such. However it doesn t keep well and is a clingstone while a Victoria
Is afreestone.



DAMSON PLUM

Drawn record:




ref: Peter Alder (personal communication) 2004

status: Extant at Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, New Grounds,
Slimbridge.

provenance: Only known at the above site where the trees or their
forebears were planted by Bill Bowditch. Collected for propagation in the
Gloucestershire Plum Collection from New Grounds, Slimbridge.

date: Planted early 1900s. Collected for propagation 2004.

description: 20™ August 2004

|eaf:

fruit: Sharply eliptical. 44-52mm long, 31-35mm wide. stem:10-15mm
long and very slender. 1mm thickening slightly towards abscission point.
Green, lenticels absent. Raised round stem. Stem basin very small or
absent..

skin: Bloom, easily removed. Lenticels numerous, indistinct, light tan.
suture: Base to apex, not pronounced.

flesh:Y ellow, freestone.

note: This plum isvery similar to the Blaisdon Red. A diagnostic feature
Isits dender stem. The stoneis aso similar to the Blaisdon Red s. Peter
Alder wastold, in the late 1950s by Bill Bowditch that he had planted
these trees along time ago. They were already mature treesin the late
1950 s. Thereisone big mature tree in the old curator s cottage at the
New Grounds. Further smaller trees are located at the tophut where
evidence may bee seen that they have suckered along therhine side.



DYMOCK RED PLUM

Drawn record:



